
 
 
 
 
DRAWING FROM A GRID 
   
 When I was in grade school there was no such thing as a computer.  We did 
not have the advantage of using a printer/scanner/copier or even the advantage of 
taking a picture to a place making copies and asking them to enlarge the picture to 
the size we wished to use.  Our copy machine consisted of a Hectograph which is 
long before many of you even were born!!  Now in the country school I went to 
there were only two in my class so there was little need of anything except the 
Hectograph! 
 Patterns would appear in papers and magazines and they would be drawn 
with a grid drawn over the picture.  The idea was for you to also draw lines making 
a grid which would equal the size of pattern you were wanting to make.  You were 
to copy what was in one little square over to the larger paper and repeating this you 
soon would have a drawing very similar to the original picture only this one was 
the correct size you needed.  It will usually tell you the size of grid you need to 
make in order to have the correct size.   
 When I began teaching in the elementary school there were always exercises 
in co-ordination which would have you make a grid of a desired size and copy a 
smaller picture to make a larger picture.  There would even be whole books that 
you could purchase so that you could practice this skill.  When you purchase 
puzzle books today, you will still find a few pages like this only the grid is right 
there where you can copy the picture. 
 Even though there are many places available for people to do this there are 
still times when you are in an area or time that it is not possible to have access to a 
copy machine. Perhaps you need to make a pattern much larger than a piece of 
paper.   That is what this class is designed for.  Besides that, it is a lot of fun to just 
practice your eye-hand coordination. 
 
 HERE ARE THE DIRECTIONS: 
 
1.  Find the picture you want to copy whether it is one that already has a grid or 
that you have to put your own grid on to the picture.  The one I have included is 
from an old pattern out of a Better Homes and Garden magazine but I do not know 
the date and we are going to copy the little bird.  You can see it says that each 
square is one inch in size. 



 



2.  Acquire or make a grid paper in one inch squares.  It is the easiest to go to your 
computer and go to Free Online Graph Paper at 
http://www.incompetech.com/graphpaper  You might have to search for this but it 
is there.  When you find this you should run off several copies. 
  You can also purchase this grid paper at an office supply store.  Quilters use this 
to design patterns and young children like to color patterns in the squares. 
  Choose the one inch squares and the dark or heavy lines are the best but you do 
have the choice of dark, medium and light lines.  I guess the kind of lines depends 
on your eyesight!! 
 
3.  Now you are able to simply copy the small picture over to the one inch graph 
paper.  If for some reason you want a much larger picture instead of an inch these 
could be any size even a foot each.  This method of drawing is often used when 
doing large outdoor decorations on plywood.  You can see how useful that it is.  
On the plywood you would draw a grid making each square a foot or larger, then 
copy from your small picture and ta-da it becomes large! 
NOW LET’S PRACTICE   
I usually put dots where your line will cross one of the lines on the graph so I can 
then connect the dots. 
 
 



 
One inch grid paper 
 
 



 
 
4.  This is all there is to it and you can now practice on many things.  Grid paper is 
available at most office supply places.  Of course, for large items you have to make 
your own grid.  You will now see children’s puzzle books with this skill.  Have fun 
and good luck.   


